Jeff Zucker

President, CNN
10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York 10019
By Fax
August 31, 2015

Dear Mr. Zucker,

We the undersigned hereby request that CNN include Carly Fiorina on the Main Stage for its September
16th Republican Presidential Primary Debate.

As residents of the "First in the South" Primary State, we believe it is imperative for our voters to have the
opportunity to hear from all viable candidates. Carly Fiorina has clearly demonstrated that she is a
contender by handily winning the August 6 “undercard” Fox News debate. Recent RealClearPolitics
blended polls show Carly now running seventh (up from 13™) in the primary field. This ranking puts her
well ahead now of three candidates (Senator Paul, and Governors Kasich and Christie) whom it is widely
held your published formula will cause to be invited onto the Main Stage for this critical debate.

Separate from the hard numbers we also think it would be prudent for you to consider that leaving Carly out
of the debate smacks (loudly) of gender bias —a debate of its own we are certain you won’t want to have
hijack the larger conversation —or CNN’s credibility. Frankly, we want to see Carly going head-to-head
with the men. We bet your other viewers do too.

If you must add an eleventh chair to ensure that the (very capable) lady has a place on the stage, then by all
means, please do that. South Carolina GOP voters — indeed, all GOP voters - deserve the opportunity to
assess all of the true contenders - head to head and toe to toe - before we make just a few months from now

an important choice.

Simply put, leaving Carly Fiorina out of the September 16" lineup is not in the best interests of an informed
electorate, nor do we believe it is in the best interests of CNN’s viewers who are an essential part of that

electorate.

Sincerely, .
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The Honorable Shannon S. Erickson The Honorable Bruce Bannister
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 124 : South Carolina House of Representatives, District 24
Ways & Means Committee, SC General Assembly Women’s South Carolina House Majority Leader

Caucus, Immediate Past Chair

The Honorable Katrina F. Shealy The Honorable Rita Allison

South Carolina Senate, District 23 South Carolina House of Representatives, District 36
Judiciary, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair, SC House Education & Public Works Committee

Corrections & Peneology Committees
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The Hon¥rable Phyllis Henderson
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 21
Medical, Military, Public & Municipal Affairs Committee

The Honorable Anne Thayer
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 9
Judiciary and Rules Committees
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The Honorable Bili ’i’aylbr ‘ '
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 86

Education & Public Works and Legislative Oversight Committees

The Honorable Craig Gagnon
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 11

Agriculture, Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee
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The Honorable Bill Hixon
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 83

Agriculture, Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee
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The Honorable Peter M¢Coy
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 115
Judiciary Committee
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The Honorable Donna Hicks
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 37
Judiciary Committee
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The Honorable Raye Felder
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 26
Education & Public Works Committee
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The Honorable ;leﬂ' -Bradley
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 123
Education & Public Works Committee
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;f‘ﬁé I—ﬂ)norébté Jonathan Hill
South Carolina House of Representatives, District 8
Medical, Military, Public & Municipal Affairs Committee




